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*

*We are aware that school attendance problems have important 

▪Legal

▪Social

▪Educational

Impacts on the communities with high school absence rates. 

According to research published in the WHO as far back as 1960’s 

the question of truancy has been raised and researched with 

varying and conflicting points of view
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* According to a University of 

Maryland Study:

* 51% of female juvenile detainees 

were supposed to be in school at 

the time of their arrests

According to a Police report in St. 

Paul Minnesota:

Daytime crimes dropped almost 50% 

after picking up the children who 

were not in school during school hours

*

* Socially truancy 
causes increased 
taxes due to the 
need for increased 
law enforcement

* School districts 
possibly loose 
hundreds of 
thousands of 
dollars each year 
of federal and 
state funds that 
are based on 
attendance 
figures

* Teachers and 
teams come up 
with some of the 
best hints and tips 
to help students 
improve test 
taking skills  but 
the students 
aren’t there: Low 
attendance lower 
test scores

*
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*

http://u.org/1MF2wqB

*One aspect of executive 
functioning is the 
ability to Organize & 
manage time

* This and many other 
issues of executive 
functioning are 
affected by various 
mental illnesses:

Anxiety

Depression

Substance Abuse

Mood Disorder

http://u.org/1MF2wqB

http://u.org/1MF2wqB
http://u.org/1MF2wqB
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According to the CDC

Up to one in five kids living in the U.S. shows signs or symptoms of a mental 

health disorder in a given year.

Example: a school classroom of 25 students, five of them may be 

struggling with the same issues many adults deal with: 

Depression       Anxiety,

Mood disorders       Substance abuse.

Most children, some over 80%, who need mental health services won't get them.

TRAUMA

Definition: Psychological trauma is a type of damage to the mind that 

occurs as a result of a severely distressing event. Often the event is 

perceived as dangerous or life threatening in the mind of the victim.

Trauma is often the result of an overwhelming amount of stress that 

exceeds one's ability to cope, or integrate the emotions involved with 

that experience. 

NOTE: a student has much less capacity than an adult to manage 

emotions or cope with stressors.

Trauma can invoke all of the above listed mental health issues: Anxiety, 

depression, mood disorders, substance abuse, and MUCH more

The prevalence of trauma has been researched with 

the ACES.
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While you were growing up, during your first 18 years of life: 

1. Did a parent or other adult in the household often … Swear at you, insult 

you, put you down, or humiliate you? or Act in a way that made you afraid 

that you might be physically hurt? Yes No If yes enter 1 ________ 

2. Did a parent or other adult in the household often … Push, grab, slap, or 

throw something at you? or Ever hit you so hard that you had marks or 

were injured? Yes No If yes enter 1 ________ 

3. Did an adult or person at least 5 years older than you ever… Touch or 

fondle you or have you touch their body in a sexual way? or Try to or 

actually have oral, anal, or vaginal sex with you? Yes No If yes enter 

1 ________ 

4. Did you often feel that … No one in your family loved you or thought you 

were important or special? or Your family didn’t look out for each other, 

feel close to each other, or support each other? Yes No If yes enter 

1 ________

Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE) Questionnaire
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5. Did you often feel that … You didn’t have enough to eat, 

had to wear dirty clothes, and had no one to protect 

you? or Your parents were too drunk or high to take care 

of you or take you to the doctor if you needed 

it? Yes No If yes enter 1 ________ 

6. Were your parents ever separated or 

divorced? Yes No If yes enter 1 ________ 

7. Was your mother or stepmother: Often pushed, 

grabbed, slapped, or had something thrown at 

her? or Sometimes or often kicked, bitten, hit with a fist, 

or hit with something hard? or Ever repeatedly hit over at 

least a few minutes or threatened with a gun or 

knife? Yes No If yes enter 1 ________

8. Did you live with anyone who was a problem 

drinker or alcoholic or who used street 

drugs? Yes No If yes enter 1 ________

9. Was a household member depressed or mentally 

ill or did a household member attempt 

suicide? Yes No If yes enter 1 ________ 

10. Did a household member go to 

prison? Yes No If yes enter 1 ________ 

Now add up your “Yes” answers: _______

This is your ACE Score
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The first research results were published in 1998, followed by 57 other 

publications through 2011. It showed that: 

Childhood trauma was very common,; 

There was a direct link between childhood trauma and adult onset of chronic 

disease, as well as depression, suicide, being violent & a victim of violence; 

More types of trauma increased the risk of health, social and emotional 

problems. 

People usually experience more than one type of trauma – rarely is it only 

sex abuse or only verbal abuse. 

A whopping two thirds of the 17,000 people in the ACE Study had an ACE score 

of at least one – 87% of those had more than one.

Of course, other types of trauma exist that could contribute to an ACE score, 

so it is conceivable that people could have ACE scores higher than 10; 

however, the ACE Study measured only 10 types.

So if you were experiencing the difficulties of 

executive functioning due to trauma or other mental 

illness:

What do you think might happen to your attendance is 

school?
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*

Credit Mattel and Filmation for the He-Man and She-Ra characterizations

*Experts say schools could play a 
role in identifying students with 
problems and helping them 
succeed. 

*“Schools provide a unique 
opportunity to identify and treat 
mental health conditions by 
serving students where they 
already are. School personnel 
play an important role in 
identifying the early warning 
signs of an emerging mental 
health conditions and in linking 
students with effective services 
and supports.”

-National Alliance of Mental Illness (NAMI)

*
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So how would I use my Power?

1. First be aware that you will not always recognize the 

signs and you can’t save every one

2. With that said, some signs to look for include: 
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• CPS involvement: You can notify the CPS worker that you have support and 

the child may be able to receive services from your partner community mental 

health agency

• Homelessness/McKinney Vento students –Referral can be made to 

increase community services and possible include more permanent  housing 

assistance

• Hyper Active students: Just can’t sit still

• Aggressive students: Bullies, hitting, pushing 

• Oppositional Students: Never do what you tell them to the point of 

distraction, often do the exact opposite of what you tell them

• Lack of Focus: EASILY distracted, tell him something and he can’t remember 

it a few moments later

• Poor Attendance/ Truancy: Student is often not at 

school and can’t get the work done due to lack of 

attendance

*

*The role:

*During the week, many 
students see their 
teachers even more than 
their own families. 
Teachers are in a prime 
spot to notice changes in 
behavior. They read 
essays, see how students 
relate with other kids 
and notice when they 
aren't paying attention.

*The reality: 

*Teachers already have a 
ton on their plates. 
They're pressured to get 
test scores up, on top of 
preparing lessons and 
grading assignments. 
Plus, many teachers 
receive minimal training 
in mental health issues. 
But when they do see 
something concerning, 
they can raise a flag.
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*

*The role:

*School Social workers act 
like a bridge. If teachers 
come to them with a 
concern — maybe a child 
is acting withdrawn —
one of the first things 
they'll do is call home. 
They see each child 
through the lens of their 
family, school and 
community. They might 
learn that a family is 
going through a divorce 
or homelessness.

*The reality: 

*There aren't enough of 

them. According to one 

model, every school 

should have one social 

worker for every 200 

to 300 students.The

reality is that in some 

schools, social workers 

are responsible for 

many more

*

*SCHOOL DISTRICT

❖Addressing academic 

concerns

❖Managing school 

based efforts

❖Building positive 

youth and community

*COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH AGENCY

❖Helping to mitigate mental health 

concerns

❖Developing plans of support with 

school

❖Building positive youth and 

community
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*School & Community Specialist developing consistent 

practices

*Restorative Justice

*Perfect  & Honorable attendance

* Identify students with perfect and good attendance

*Secure community supporters and donations

* Include attendance honors during honors events

*Partnerships related to Attendance

*Lincoln Behavioral Services

*One Redford Pastor & Business Alliance

*Redford Interfaith

*

*Increase District wide attendance by minimum 10% across 

the board

*Develop & Implement Attendance Success Event

*Implement mental health and trauma support programs

*Increase self-funding partnerships

*
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*Increase direct contact with consumers

*Mailing letters

*Phone calls

*Build case management support for families

*Link & Coordinate services for families

*Advocate for support services in school & community

*Increase referrals for Community services Such as

*DHS referrals

*McKinney Vento

*Housing support

Increase District wide attendance by 
minimum 10% across the board

Develop attendance celebration event 

*Identify students with perfect attendance

*An additional Honorable mentions with 3 or less absences

*Discuss potential PR benefits

*Increase partnerships with high value organizations

* Sports

* Entertainment

* Media
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Implement mental health and trauma support programs

* Identify and refer to mental wellness groups

* Increase referrals for clinical therapy, substance abuse, psychiatric 

support

*Provide training for community, staff, Parents, students

*Truancy: the Mental Health effect: MI Pupil Attendance and 

Accounting association

*Structure for Additional Mental Health Professionals in place
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