
Welcome Back! 

 

3600 Village Harbor Dr.  
Bay Harbor, MI  49770 

The Michigan Pupil Accounting and Attendance 

Association welcomes you back after a long hiatus!   

We thank you for sticking with us through tough 

times and want you to know that we, along with the 

Inn at Bay Harbor, are taking extra precautions to 

make sure you have a safe and enjoyable conference.   

Please enjoy your time with us!  

Michigan Pupil Accounting &  
Attendance Association 

 

Presents 
 

Fall Conference 

September 27-28, 2021 



Our Mission is to be the 

leading educational 

training Association for 

our member community  

 

 

The Michigan Pupil 

Accounting and 

Attendance Association 

(MPAAA) provides 

leadership, support, and 

training related to data 

management and 

educational 

accountability in public 

schools within the State 

of Michigan.  

MPAAA Mission Statement... 

A Note from the MPAAA Director 

MPAAA Vision  Statement... 

Hello and Welcome to the MPAAA Fall Conference!  
 
 
After so many months of working and 
communicating  remotely, it's nice to finally be 
able to reunite and see  our colleagues again! Our 
host hotels have gone to great lengths to make 
sure our conferences are safe and healthy to 
attend.  As we gather together please be cognizant 
of the differing levels of comfort with social distancing and 
masks among our attendees and speakers.  Please remember 
that ALL members have the right to the level of comfort that 
THEY feel is appropriate, even if it doesn't match your level. 
 
 
Uncertainty has become a very unwelcome part of the 
educational community these days.  Will we be able to safely 
open school?  Should I attend this in-person conference? How 
bad will things get before they get better?  As we begin this 
conference, please keep in mind that this uncertainty is being 
felt through all levels of education and administration in the 
state.  Questions around what rules may need to be modified 
as we go into the school year and what accommodations will 
be needed to allow education to continue and still be safe are 
very real, and valid!  As you listen to our speakers in the 
coming days, please keep in mind that THEY TOO are living in 
this uncertainty and that an absolute answer to every question 
might be an unrealistic expectation right now.  We will make 
sure the needed questions are asked, and that those whose job 
it is to provide those answers understands the need for timely 
responses.  We ask for your grace and patience as answers are 
found, and please understand that as circumstances change, so 
may the answers. 
 
 
You may rest assured that MPAAA will work diligently to 
make sure that answers to any questions left unanswered by 
the end of conference will be  actively sought and, once 
found, will be shared with our member community as quickly 
as possible.  We can't guarantee you will get every answer 
needed by the end of the conference, but we will not rest until 
every question is answered! 



President     Kristina Tokar, Lansing School District 

President-Elect    Kathi Thornton, Kent ISD  

Past President     Nicole Snyder, Calhoun ISD 

Secretary     Carrie Haubenstricker, Genesee ISD 

Treasurer     Nora Whyte, Oakland Schools 

Marketing & Membership Chair  Jody Lukins, Allegan Area ESA (Retired) 

Sergeant-at-Arms    Barbette Lane,  Wexford-Missaukee ISD 

Pupil Acctg. Auditor Representative  Jill Slaght, Kalamazoo RESA 

Data Specialist Representative  Jan Jenema, MIPS 

Pupil Accounting Representative  Holly Scott, Holt Public Schools 

Member-at-Large    Kelly Ballor, NexTech High School of Lansing 

Member-at-Large    Katherine Caron, Reimagine Education 

Member-at-Large    Janell Craig, Oakland Schools 

Member-at-Large    Christian Anderson, Macro Connect 

Executive Director    Rob Dickinson, MPAAA 

Executive Assistant    Ruth Garland, MPAAA 

CEPI Representatives    Trina Anderson, Office of Integration & Support 

      Joel Thiele, PK-12 Student Services Manager 

MDE Representatives:    Brian Ciloski, State Aid and School Finance 

      Tina Foote, OEAA 

      Caitlin Hengesbach, Office of Financial Mgmt. 

 

2021-2022 Executive Board Members 

2021-2022 Program Committee Members 

Nicole Snyder, Calhoun ISD (Chair) 

Kathi Thornton, Kent ISD 

Kristina Tokar, Lansing School District 

Barbette Lane, Wexford Missaukee ISD 

Christian Anderson, Macro Connect 

Rob Dickinson, MPAAA 

Ruth Garland, MPAAA 

Carrie Haubenstricker, Genesee ISD 

Katherine Caron, Reimagine Education 

 

Pam Moul, West Shore ESD 

Holly Scott, Holt Public Schools 

Ingrid Seruga, Livingston ESA 

Holly Strong, Jackson ISD 

Christina Hay, Traverse Bay Area ISD 

Jody Lukins, Allegan Area ESA (Retired) 

Jan Jenema, MIPS 

Joel Thiele, CEPI 

 

Kindness can make a bad day good, and a good day better! 



Session Descriptions 

Auditors in Action (3 hours): Learn from experts the critical information needed to create and manage pupil 

auditing functions that offers district staff clear guidelines and appropriate support mechanisms. We will work 

through many difficult scenarios that have stumped us over the years. Be prepared to participate! 

(Certification track PAA) Presenter – Jill Slaght, Kalamazoo RESA 

CEPI Update (1 hour): This must-attend session will cover what’s new at CEPI and what you need to know 

about current and upcoming collections. Presenter –  Joel Thiele, CEPI  

Legislative Update (1 hour): This session will provide an update on legislation that passed and/or is pending 

this year that affects pupil accounting, auditing, and data submissions. The School Aid Act proposed legislation 

for 2021-22 will be highlighted.  Presenter – Rob Dickinson, MPAAA 

Pupil Accounting Specialists in Action (3 hours): This session provides pupil accounting specialists with critical 

information needed to implement, maintain, and support a strong, thoughtful pupil accounting department 

within a public-school district or a public school academy. (Certification track PAS) Presenter – Holly Scott, Holt 

Public Schools 

Pupil Accounting Legislative Primer (3 hours): Understanding the processes and procedures of pupil 

accounting requires a basic understanding of school funding, including knowledge of the State School Aid Act, 

the School Code, and Administrative Rules and how these elements intertwine and provide the cornerstone 

that drives the content of the Pupil Accounting Manual and the Pupil Auditing Manual. (Certification Course 

for PAS, PAA, SED) Presenter – Rob Dickinson, MPAAA 

Pupil Accounting Update (1 hour): The latest information on changes to the pupil accounting rules that 

schools will operate under for the coming year will be provided by staff from the Office of State Aid and 

School Finance.  Presenters – Jessica Beagle & Brian Ciloski, MDE 

State Agency Panel (Introduction to State Agency Resources (2 hour)): Receive an introduction to state 

agency personnel from CEPI and MDE, (including Office of the Audits, Office of State Aid and School Finance, 

Office of Special Education, etc.) who create and/or implement the business rules, administrative rules and 

other processes affecting district, ISD staff or contracted auditors. (Certification track PAS/PAA) Presenters – 

CEPI  & MDE Staff  

Virtual Learning Panel (1 hour): Staff from MDE and CEPI will cover the changes to virtual learning that will 

occur in the coming year now that pandemic learning has abated. Questions from the floor will be welcomed 

to give those attending a solid understanding of the topic as the new year begins.   Presenters – CEPI & MDE 

Staff 



MPAAA, in conjunction with Michigan School Business Officials (MSBO), is 

pleased to offer our members the opportunity to gain certification as either a 

Pupil Accounting Specialist, a Pupil Accounting Auditor, or as a Specialist in 

Educational Data.  These widely recognized certifications show your current 

and potential employers that you are proficient in your area of expertise, and 

can help you promote yourself and your career. 

The certifications each have a required set of classes that need to be completed within a 3-year timeframe from 

the date you sign your letter of commitment for your desired educational track. The courses are designed to 

cover the basics of the particular track you are pursuing and are intended for those in their first 1-5 years in their 

job. For those with more than 5 years of experience, there is a grandfathering option that may allow you to waive 

some of the course requirements. The courses for each certification take 50 hours to complete, and there is a 90-

hour continuing education requirement over 5 years once you have your certification. 

To begin a certification, you need to be a member of MPAAA, as most of the courses you will take are offered 

either at our conferences, boot camps, or during stand-alone workshops. There are a few additional courses that 

are part of MSBO's curriculum that are only offered at MSBO functions. You will also need to join MSBO when 

you are ready to finish your track and acquire your official certification. If you are unable to complete all the 

required courses within 3 years, there are extension options available. 

You can find specific information on each of the certification tracks, as well as additional information, at the 

MSBO certification website, http://www.msbo.org/msbo-certification-program.  Application forms, letters of 

commitment, and grandfathering forms are all available on this site.  You can always contact the MPAAA office 

at (517) 853-1413, or email our Executive Director, Rob Dickinson (rob@mpaaa.org) for assistance. 

Keep in mind that if you are actively working on a certification, or already have one and you want this 

conference to count towards your continuing education renewal, it's important that you complete the blue 

certification form and hand it in BEFORE you leave the conference!  If you try to send it in 

later, we won't be able to give you credit for the time and courses you've completed. 

Pupil Accounting Certifications 

 

General Information  
Conference Evaluations 
The evaluations are an important tool used to make future conferences even better.  You will receive your  
evaluation via email shortly following the conference.  We appreciate your time in completing these online  
evaluations!   

State Continuing Education Clock Hours 

If your district requires you to have a certain number of State Continuing Education Clock Hours submitted to MDE 
(typically for administrators, counselors, teachers), please check that box at the top of the blue card.  If you are working on 
MSBO certification only and do not need the clock hours, check the MSBO Certification Only box on the cards.  This will 
allow your credits to be applied correctly. 
Please make sure to grab the blue SCECH card at registration and return the completed form before you leave on Wednesday.   
Collection boxes will be available at the registration desk. 

http://www.msbo.org/msbo-certification-program
mailto:rob@mpaaa.org


SUNDAY Registration Open    4:00 - 5:00 PM 

MONDAY Registration Open    7:30 - 9:00 AM 

BREAKFAST 7:30 - 8:45 AM — Arlington Room 

8:45-9:00 AM Welcome Kathi Thornton and Rob Dickinson   

 General Sessions 

Time Session Title Presenter(s) Facilitator Room 

9:00—9:45 AM CEPI Update  Joel Thiele, CEPI Kelly Ballor Arlington 

9:45—10:30 AM Pupil Accounting Update  Brian Ciloski, Jessica Beagle Nora Whyte Arlington 

BREAK 10:30-10:45 AM  

10:45 AM-12:00 PM General Sessions (Cont’d)   

 Virtual Learning Panel MDE, CEPI Panel Nicole Snyder Arlington 

LUNCH 12:00 - 1:15 PM — Arlington Room 

1:15 - 2:45 PM Afternoon Breakout Sessions/Certification Classes 

PAA Cert. Credit Auditors In Action  Jill Slaught Jody Lukins Occidental 

PAS Cert. Credit 
Pupil Accountants In      

Action  
Holly Scott  Arlington 

PAA/PAS/SED Cert. 

Credit 
PA Legislative Primer  Rob Dickinson Barbette Lane Clifton 

BREAK 2:45-3:00 PM 

3:00 - 4:30 PM Afternoon Breakout Sessions/Certification Classes (Cont’d) 

PAS/PAA Cert.  Credit 

Pupil Accountants &       

Auditors In Action    

(combined/continued) 

Holly Scott & Jill Slaught  Arlington 

PAS/PAA/SED Cert. 

Credit 

PA Legislative Primer 

(Cont’d) 
Rob Dickinson Nora Whyte Clifton 

TUESDAY 

BREAKFAST 7:30 - 8:45  AM — Arlington Room 

 General Sessions 

8:45-9:45 AM Legislative Update Rob Dickinson  Arlington 

9:45-10:45 AM State Agency Panel                   
(PAA, PAS, SED Cert. Credit) 

MDE, CEPI Staff Kathi Thornton Arlington 

BREAK 10:45-11:00 AM 

 General Sessions (cont’d) 

10:55-11:55 
AM 

State Agency Panel (cont’d) MDE, CEPI Staff Kathi Thornton Arlington 

11:55 AM Conference Ends!  Safe Travels!  



Thank You to our State Agency Partners 

One of MPAAA's primary goals is to maintain and strengthen the bonds between the Association and the State 
Agencies with whom we work. Sometimes one of the most thankless jobs is to stand before our membership 
and deliver news on legislative changes that mandate new collection requirements on our members.  We are 
fortunate that our State Agency Partners take the time out of their busy schedules to make sure that our 
membership is kept in the loop on these new requirements.  The Association would like to thank the following 
MDE and CEPI staff for attending  our conference (some virtually) and making themselves available to our 
members:  

Any MDE and CEPI staff present will be wearing yellow lanyards for their nametags, so please join us in thanking them 
for their time and attendance. 

  Jessica Beagle, MDE 

  Leah Breen, OEE 

  Brian Ciloski, MDE 

          Caitlin Hengesbach, MDE 

                        Gloria Suggitt, MDE 

          Joel Thiele, CEPI 

 

  

  

Monday 

Breakfast 
Scrambled Eggs 

 Bacon and Sausage Links 

Herb Roasted Red Skin Potatoes 

Scones, Bagels/Cream Cheese 

Cranberry Walnut Loaf 

Yogurt Parfaits 

Fresh Seasonal Fruit & Berries 

Juice, Coffee, Tea 

Fresh Mixed Green Salad 

Sweet Cornbread 

Create your own BBQ Sandwich 

House-Made Mac & Cheese 

House Potato Chips 

Corn on the Cob 

Watermelon 

Strawberry Shortcake 

Coffee and Tea 

Lunch 

Isn’t it Sundae? 

Michigan-made Ice Cream 

Assorted Toppings 

Ice Cream Bars 

Snack 

Tuesday 

Breakfast 
Oatmeal 

Scrambled Eggs 

Turkey Sausage & Ham 

Hash Brown Potatoes 

Assorted Muffins, Cinnamon Rolls,  
Biscuits 

Juice, Coffee, Tea, and Soft Drinks 

For Your Dining Pleasure... 

Conference Goal 
The goal of this and every conference 

is to provide current information for 

ISD Auditors and for local staff who 

are responsible for pupil accounting, 

state reporting, and data collections. 

Each conference is a must-attend for 

anyone seeking certification as a Pupil 

Accounting Specialist, Pupil 

Accounting Auditor, or Specialist in 

Educational Data. 

Become a Member! 

Not a member?  If you are not a 

member and would like to take 

advantage of lower conference and 

workshop rates and receive critical 

news via our website communication 

system, visit www.mpaaa.org and click 

on the “Membership” tab.  Look for 

the Member Application on the left 

under “Join”. 

General Information  

(cont’d) 



Michigan Pupil Accounting and 
Attendance Association 

839 Centennial Way, Ste 220 
Lansing, MI 48917 

517.853.1413 ph 
www.mpaaa.org 

Reuniting… 
                 And it Feels So Good! 

 

Join us once again at the beautiful Grand 
Traverse Resort in Traverse City, MI on 
May 2 – 4, 2022.   We look forward to 

seeing you there! 

Spring 2022  

MPAAA Conference 

Bay Harbor Resort Conference Map 


